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University of Minnesota, Morris mission
The University of Minnesota, Morris (UMM)
provides a rigorous undergraduate liberal arts
education, preparing its students to be global
citizens who value and pursue intellectual growth,
civic engagement, intercultural competence,
and environmental stewardship. As a public land
grant institution, UMM is a center for education,
culture, and research for the region, nation,
and world. UMM is committed to outstanding
teaching, dynamic learning, innovative faculty
and student scholarship and creative activity, and
public outreach. Our residential academic setting
fosters collaboration, diversity, and a deep sense
of community.
The University of Minnesota is committed to the
policy that all persons shall have equal access to
its programs, facilities, and employment without
regard to race, color, creed, religion, national
origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public
assistance status, veteran status, or sexual
orientation.
Photos at left: In February 2011, the new wind
turbine sprouted a set of blades!
Cover photo: American Indian dancers performed
and attendees had an opportunity to learn about
the tradition during Founders Weekend festivities.
Pictured is Kinew Desrosiers, daughter of Gabe
Desrosiers ‘05.

morris.umn.edu

Editor’s note: Through a competitive bidding
process, the Office of External Relations is able
to print Profile in color without additional
expense. Enjoy.

chancellor’s message

A place to stand
			

—Chancellor Jacqueline Johnson

Throughout 2010, we celebrated the University of
Minnesota, Morris’s 50th birthday, as well as the 100th
anniversary of the founding of the West Central School of
Agriculture and Experiment Station, and we commemorated
the American Indian boarding school, which was the first
educational institution on this campus.
After a wonderful year of celebration, we turn our gaze to
the future—to the next 50, and the next 100. In the spirit of
coming full circle, I turn to the future with reference to the
past, and share these words with you from 1964 spoken by
then University of Minnesota President Meredith Wilson and
delivered on the occasion of the University of Minnesota,
Morris’s very first commencement. He said this to the
students in the first graduating class:
The University of Minnesota, Morris was created by the people of
Minnesota as an instrument for sharpening your intellectual faculties.
It was founded as a place in which the resources of the mind were to
be cultivated and encouraged in a climate of free democratic values. It
has provided you a place on which to stand and placed at your disposal
a lever with which you can move the world.
No one has a mission or story quite like UMM’s—public liberal arts; an educational environment
in which we practice the liberal arts; access to educational quality in the context of a model
community that asks and answers the big questions of our time; a true living and learning
laboratory; commitment to native peoples that carries forward from the past into the future in the
form of more than 200 American Indian students on this campus today.
Just as it has in the past, just as it does in the present, so will this learning community in the future
provide a place to stand—a platform on which all who come to live and learn and work here will
stand tall and proud, prepared to move the world.
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giving news

Maddy Maxeiner, associate vice
chancellor for external relations:
a reflection on philanthropic
support
As I look back on the 2010 Celebration honoring the
three educational institutions that have called Morris home,
I am filled with pride. I am proud of the opportunities
UMM provides to American Indian students, a profound
and positive legacy of the campus’s American Indian
boarding school years. I am proud of the longtime and
continuing relationship the campus holds with alumni of
the University of Minnesota West Central School of Agriculture. And, I am especially
proud of the accomplishments of University of Minnesota, Morris students, alumni,
faculty, and staff.
Celebrating traditions and looking ahead to the next 50 years provides an opportunity
to reflect on the importance of philanthropic support in campus history. When UMM
opened its doors in 1960, tuition was $213. This academic year, tuition is $9,482.
Thankfully, financial support for scholarships from alumni and friends of the campus
has grown alongside of tuition, assuring that UMM remains an accessible opportunity
for students who may be the first in their families to strive for a college education, or
in need of high financial aid, and wishing to focus on their academic and co-curricular
experiences rather than on trying to make ends meet.
Morris now has more than 150 privately funded scholarships, and a scholarship
endowment fund that is used with discretion to assure that no one goes without the help
they deserve. Last year, we awarded nearly 200 donor-funded scholarships according
to donors’ wishes and criteria. More than 90 percent of students at Morris qualify for
financial aid, and more than 40 percent are the first in their families to attend college.
For those who attended 2010 Celebration activities and for those who were not able
to make it back to campus, here’s a way you can remember this wonderful year. Media
Services has created a documentary, Promise of the Prairie: Education in Three Acts, that is available
as a 2010 keepsake with gifts of $30 or more to the Promise of the Prairie Scholarship.
Information is at morris.umn.edu/givetomorris/documentarygift.
We thank you for your friendship in the past and look forward to a continuing
partnership as we support the University of Minnesota, Morris in the future.

Giving to Morris
In partnership with the University of Minnesota
Foundation, 100 percent of all gifts designated
to Morris are received by and invested in the
Morris campus. The Foundation serves as the
legal, charitable entity for the University system.
The Morris campus welcomes all forms of
financial gifts in any amount in support of its
mission and in pursuit of strategic goals. There
are many ways to give, and we are happy to
assist you in determining the best way based on
your individual situation. Read “Ways to Give”
at morris.umn.edu/givetomorris, then contact
a development team member for a personal
consultation.
Maddy Maxeiner ’76
associate vice chancellor for external relations
320-589-6386
maxeinme@morris.umn.edu
Janell Kolden ’89
stewardship and gifts administrator
320-589-6386
koldenj@morris.umn.edu
Carla Riley ’85
director of alumni relations and annual giving
320-589-6066
rileycj@morris.umn.edu
Susan Schmidgall
development officer
320-589-6160
sschmidg@morris.umn.edu
Laura Thielke ’95
executive accounts specialist
320-589-6494
thielkel@morris.umn.edu
Visit Fund Development online.
morris.umn.edu/give t o m o r r i s

Scholarship Jubilee: “A Grateful Heart”

Joseph P. Gandrud Endowed Scholarship recipients and founder from
left: Christian Waage ’14, Glenwood; Bob Gandrud ’65; and Tiffany
Thielke ’11, Glenwood
2

The 2010 Scholarship Jubilee, “Giving Thanks,”
was held in November. Students, and their families,
met the donors behind the scholarships they received.
Christian Waage ’14, Glenwood, spoke about the
sense of community experienced at Morris and
remembered his grandmother’s saying,
“Discouragement and despair won’t grow in a
grateful heart.” With gratitude, he thanked donors
for their gifts.
Bob Grandrud ’65 told about his parents’
influence on his life. From them he learned the
importance of education, appreciation for hard
work, and the gift of giving back. He congratulated
fellow donors for “embracing giving back” and
encouraged students to do so in the future.

University of Minnesota, Morris: a renewable, sustainable education.
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Hargrave scholarship reflects gratitude for Morris experience
When Rick Hargrave ’71 returned to campus for Homecoming
2010, he was introduced to new facilities and freshly renovated
spaces, but he also felt an old familiarity. In the welcoming
atmosphere and friendly faces he remembered his Morris days—
friends, faculty, staff, and Phi Mu Delta brothers creating a warm,
inviting community. Those memories and a desire to help future
students inspired him to establish a new scholarship at Morris.
Hargrave discovered Morris when a high school friend from
his Clarkfield hometown, John Driscoll ’71, invited him along to a
prospective student visit. When he enrolled that fall, Hargrave had
math in mind but soon encountered a related interest.
“I got interested in philosophy by taking a logic course, really
enjoyed it, took another. I developed a friendship with Dr. Donald
Norris in philosophy. Through math, I met Dr. Gill Gallagher,
who offered a self-study course in mathematical logic—that’s the tie
in between my two majors.”
After graduating, Hargrave attended Bowling Green State
University and earned a master of accountancy. As a grad student,
he taught computer programming, which he now describes as
“ancient stuff.” His first post-graduate job was with Peat Marwick
Mitchell’s auditing department. “At the time,” he remembers,
“computer auditing was coming into prominence, and I was hired
to lead their effort in this area. My first audit client was Sandusky
International.”
Hargrave’s serendipitous first assignment proved to be life
changing. Ten years later, Sandusky, an international company
specializing in papermaking machinery, offered him its director of
finance and data processing position. In 1990, he was elected vice
president and chief financial officer. Hargrave oversees financial
reporting, data processing, tax management, risk management,
cash management, purchasing, employee benefits, banking and
legal relationships, and finances for operations in Glenrothes,

Scotland; Manchester, England; Melbourne, Australia;
Johannesburg, South Africa; and the Virgin Islands.
“I visited each of these locations multiple times,” shares
Hargrave. “I served as CEO of our Scotland operation for three
years. Living there was unforgettable.”
Effortlessly, Hargrave remembers Morris people who
impacted his career: Norris, Gallagher, Dr. Joe Jesseph, Professors
Jerry Wangsness in economics and Sen Fan in math. “Their
encouragement,” he says, “instilled the confidence in me that I
could succeed, not only in course work, but in my career.”
And he remembers Halvor Haugland. “I was fortunate to
receive a work study job. I worked 15 hours per week for three
school years as an Edson Hall custodian and 40 hours per week
for two summers washing windows. The opportunity provided
education funds and taught me to manage time. My Edson
supervisor was Halvor Haugland, one of the finest gentlemen I
have ever met. He stressed being on time, doing a good job, and
keeping a positive attitude.”
Hargrave’s gratitude—for studying at a small campus conducive
to students and faculty interaction and for the financial assistance
of scholarships and work study—is reflected in the Richard A.
Hargrave Promise of Tomorrow Scholarship. “Morris played an
important role in my education and career,” he says. “Creating a
scholarship is an opportunity to give back and to assist students
in pursuing a quality education. I hope recipients look back at
their time at Morris as one that helped them grow and prepare for
vocations, and that someday, they, too, will be in positions to help
future students.”
The Hargrave scholarship will support students with academic
promise and financial need. Preference will be given to double
major students with one major being math or philosophy.
Photo: Chancellor Jacqueline Johnson and Rick Hargrave ’71
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Welcome Center
morris.umn.edu/WelcomeCenter/PrairieStarWelcomeCenterArticle.pdf

recognized for innovative design and energy efficiency

The renovated Welcome Center was recognized by two
statewide entities for construction process and the innovative
results. The facility received the 2011 Minnesota Construction
Association’s (MCA) Special Recognition Award and was featured
in the January/February 2011 issue of Architecture Minnesota, a
publication of The American Institute of Architects Minnesota.
MCA Special Recognition Award
The MCA award recognizes a project that was completed
as a result of “resourceful blending of construction techniques
and professionals.” The Welcome Center was chosen because it
retained the character of a National Register for Historic Places
building, while creating an innovative, modern work environment
with high energy performance. In addition, nearly 50 percent of
the construction was awarded to and performed by Morris area
contractors.
Chilled beams and in floor heating were installed for heating
and cooling. Relatively new to the United States, this technology
eliminates ductwork to move the air traditionally required to heat
and cool a space. These systems enhanced the facility’s energy
efficiency, which aided in building to LEED standards and moving
towards becoming a carbon negative campus.
The existing woodwork, tongue and groove ceiling, and wood
doors were re-used to maintain the historical feel. Old cedar
siding removed from the West Central Research and Outreach
Center was reused to create an entry feature. Metal and glass office
fronts provide offices that allow natural daylight to enter. Kneewalls at the open offices were capped with acrylic panels embedded
with prairie grass, symbolizing the landscape.

Architecture Minnesota article
Writer Amy Goetzman’s article “Prairie Star” reviews the “on
a tight budget” restoration of the former Community Service and
West Central School of Agriculture Engineering building. She
highlights Welcome Center features that reflect Morris’s rural
landscape within a modern design. She quotes the lead designer
for the renovation project, Josh Stowers of Meyer, Scherer &
Rockcastle, as saying, “This is not just another college admin
building….This is the new heart of the school.”
The article can be read online at morris.umn.edu/
WelcomeCenter/PrairieStarWelcomeCenterArticle.pdf.

First carbon workshop attracts
more than 40 participants

Carbon 101
4

Carbon credits, carbon neutrality, carbon
sequestration, carbon footprint, carbon
emissions—terms heard daily by every
person who picks up a newspaper, turns on a
television, listens to a radio, or reads online.
Carbon is at the heart of major conversations
taking place around the world. More than
40 people attended the Carbon 101 public
workshop in January 2011 to learn about the
nature and language of carbon.

University of Minnesota, Morris: a renewable, sustainable education.
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More “greenest days” coming soon in Morris’s future
It’s uncanny how an off-hand remark
can encapsulate the significance of a
moment. On a cold day last fall, Morris
was running strictly on renewable energy
platforms with no fossil fuels being
burned. Wood was being test-fired in
the biomass facility, generating more
steam than the campus could use, and
the wind turbine produced 60 percent of
the campus’s energy. Lowell Rasmussen,
vice chancellor for facilities and finance,
casually observed that “it must be one of
the greenest days in UMM’s history.”
The data proved him right. Gratifying
as the immediate realization was, its
predictive value is equally exciting. As the
biomass gasifier becomes more efficient—
burning a variety of fuel stocks—Rasmussen
infers, the majority can be green days, even
the coldest days of winter.
Guided by the Carbon Management
Tool prepared under the Energy Services
Contract (ESCO) with McKinstry, a
sustainable design/build/operate/maintain
(DBOM) Minnesota company, Morris’s
green evolution moves full speed ahead
by cutting fossil fuel use, conserving
resources, and generating renewable
power. Although used by other state
agencies, Morris’s ESCO is the first of its
kind in the University system.
But calling the Morris campus “carbon
neutral” would be a misnomer. Carbon
neutrality explicitly means emitting no
net carbon dioxide. State requirements,
Rasmussen clarifies, impact a producer’s
ability to be completely self-sufficient.

The University adheres to a “Power
Purchase” agreement with Otter Tail Power
Company, governed by a Minnesota statute,
whereby an electric utility interconnects
with a power-producing customer using
certain “clean” fuels. Any unused electricity
generated on-site must be sold to the utility.
A more accurate term, Rasmussen says,
derives from the Morris campus producing
more energy than it can use, making it
virtually “carbon negative.” With a new
wind turbine currently under construction,
60 percent of the energy produced will go
out onto the grid—all of the energy likely
staying in the Morris area.
New wind turbine update
The Board of Regents approved a
second turbine in mid-November to join
the first large-scale wind research turbine
at a United States public university. Vestas,
the Danish company that supplied the
existing turbine located at the West Central
Research and Outreach Center, delivered
it in December 2010. Groundbreaking
occurred in January 2011, and the turbine
is under construction and will soon be
operational.
The new turbine stands 1,600 feet
south of the existing structure and at 80
meters will be 10 meters taller, delivering
10 percent more power. Real-time
production data will be available online
and shown on the green kiosk in the
Welcome Center.

Biomass gasification research and energy
production facility update
While the biomass facility undergoes
a series of experiments in the process
of being commissioned, valuable data
collection will define future directions,
focusing on “small but significant steps”
toward a sustainable fuel supply. Last fall,
burning wood in the gasifier held steam
production continuously for 72 hours.
A period of burning corncobs straight
from the fields of local farms, known
as sustainable crop residue harvesting,
ensued, followed by prairie grass blends,
and in December, corn stover gasification
began. The results aim at an arsenal
of densified biofuel options based on
converting biomass into hockey puck-sized
pellets, increasing storage capacity and
heating value.
In essence, the plant is in a “data
collection phase,” amassing deliverables in
fulfillment of a United States Department
of Agriculture grant and in preparation
for other grant applications. Following
submission of a required report in March,
Rasmussen anticipates a site visit. Data
analysis will not only improve the facility’s
efficiency but could drive the direction of
future agricultural biofuels utilization.
Rasmussen enjoys placing Morris “at
the geographical center of the state when it
comes to wind and biomass.” Regardless of
its location, Morris’s influence as a green
leader is certain to keep it prominently on
the map.

Photo above: New turbine blades delivered
on February 7, 2011. At right: corn
cobs, one kind of biomass; the silver
steam stack at the biomass facility emits
water vapor, replacing the older (black)
smoke stacks.
Winter/Spring 2011 Profile
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morris.umn.edu/virtualtour and facebook.com/ummorris

Kiplinger’s ranks Morris as

New virtual tour offers
campus visits from afar
Visitors can now experience Morris’s
intimate, picturesque campus from the
convenience of their computers, mobile
phones, or any other Internet-ready
device. The new online tour provides
visitors with three “trails” from which to
choose: the general tour, the “green” tour,
and the historic tour.
The University of Minnesota, Morris
Alumni Association (UMMAA) partnered
on the virtual tour project by sponsoring
the historical campus “trail.”
The tour is available at
morris.umn.edu/virtualtour and
facebook.com/ummorris. A free
Morris campus tour mobile app will be
available soon.

m o r r i s . u m n . e d u / h e a l t h y e a t i n g

Community food
assessment available
to public

6

A University of Minnesota, Morrisbased initiative is launching a campaign
to increase access to and consumption
of healthy, fresh fruits and vegetables—
especially those that are locally grown—and
thereby help to improve the health of
Morris college students and the region’s
population as a whole.
Known as the Morris Healthy
Eating Project, the effort has spent the
last two years researching the local food
environment to determine barriers and
assets to improving healthy eating among
students and residents in the region.
Those findings are detailed in a 95-page
community food assessment, which is being
made available to the public. The report
details a vision for a healthier community
and presents a community action plan.
Read or download the assessment at
morris.umn.edu/healthyeating.

2011 public best value
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance has announced its national ranking of the 100 Best
Values in Public Colleges, and the Morris and Twin Cities campuses of the University
of Minnesota were the only Minnesota institutions chosen for best value honors.
“Kiplinger’s bases its rankings on academics and affordability, two qualities for
which Morris is well known,” says Bryan Herrmann, director of admissions. “We are
honored to be cited as a best value college, and we will continue to work to make a
Morris liberal arts education a superb financial value for students.”
Morris and the other best values institutions were selected from a pool of more
than 500 public four-year colleges and universities, which were ranked according
to academic quality, including admission and retention rates, student-faculty ratio,
four- and six-year graduation rates, cost, and financial aid.

Morris reaccredited by Higher Learning Commission
The Higher Learning Commission has awarded Morris full 10-year reaccreditation.
The University received a formal letter of notification in October 2010 following a visit
from an evaluation team in March 2010. Morris was first accredited in 1970 and has
been reaccredited on a regular 10-year review cycle since that date.
The Higher Learning Commission is an independent corporation of the North
Central Association of Colleges and Schools, a membership organization in 19 states
whose purpose is to provide educational leadership to the region and the country. The
responsibility for the accreditation of degree-granting higher education institutions is
within the purview of The Higher Learning Commission whose mission is “serving the
common good by assuring and advancing the quality of higher learning.”

Kaler to serve as 16th president of the
University of Minnesota
The University of Minnesota Board of Regents
unanimously voted to name Eric Kaler as the
University’s 16th president, succeeding President
Robert Bruininks. Kaler, 54, will be only the second
University alumnus to serve as president.
Board Chair Clyde Allen said, “The board’s
impressions—and those of the University community—
are that he is a talented researcher and teacher,
effective administrator, and gifted communicator.
These are all qualities that will serve him well as the
next president of the University of Minnesota.”
Kaler currently serves as provost and senior vice
president for academic affairs and vice president for
Brookhaven affairs at Stony Brook University in Stony Brook, New York.
Kaler will assume the presidency on July 1, 2011.

University of Minnesota, Morris: a renewable, sustainable education.
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Inaugural Prairie Gate
Prairie
Gate
Literary Festival

Concert Choir performs on Morris broadcast of
Garrison Keillor’s “A Prairie Home Companion”
The Morris Concert Choir performed on “A Prairie Home Companion” when Garrison
Keillor hosted the live show from campus on February 19, 2011. More than four million
listeners enjoyed a number of pieces by the choir, heard Garrison interview Matt
Privratsky ’11, Walker, about the student experience, learned about the community of
Morris, and enjoyed Keillor’s signature monologue, the news from Lake Wobegon.
The Morris show is archived online at prairiehome.publicradio.org/programs.
See more photos of the Morris broadcast at morris.umn.edu/newsevents/aphc.

Literary Festival was held on Thursday,
March 24 through Saturday, March
26, 2011. The festival brought together
aspiring writers, literary enthusiasts,
published authors, editors, and other
professionals through public readings,
workshops, and panel discussions
designed to celebrate the literary arts.
Special guests and workshop
facilitators were poet Philip Bryant,
poet Tom Hennen, memoirist and
poet Mary Rose O’Reilley, novelist and
playwright Eric Gansworth, and novelist
Kiese Laymon.
To learn more, visit
morris.umn.edu/prairiegate.

m or r is . umn.edu/prairiegate

Literary
Festival
The inaugural Prairie Gate

P

Photo: Courtney Driessen ’12, Blooming Prairie

Chemistry students publish new findings
The research of Debbie Schneiderman ’11, Luverne, and Matthew Lovander ’12,
Willmar, working with Ted Pappenfus, associate professor of chemistry, has been
published in a special issue of Chemistry of Materials. The students synthesized new
organic molecules toward the development of materials with enhanced electronic
properties. They created the first known
redox polymer that conducts electrons
and holes. Pappenfus shares that
organic materials are a “hot area” for
research because of price and flexibility
limitations of current products.
Researchers are looking for better
molecules to conduct electricity for
electronic devices such as LEDs, solar
cells, and transistors. Schneiderman
and Lovander’s research contributes a
noteworthy step in that direction.
Matthew Lovander ’12, Willmar, and
Debbie Schneiderman ’11, Luverne
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Undergraduate
Research Symposium
moving to Saturday
To better accommodate campus
visitors who wish to attend the Morris
Undergraduate Research Symposium
(URS), the event this year has been
planned for a Saturday instead of a week
day. The 11th annual celebration of
student research, creative and scholarly,
will be held on Saturday, April 16, 2011,
and will include performances, oral
presentations, and poster presentations.
The URS offers students from
all divisions—Social Sciences,
Education, Science and Math, and
Humanities—opportunities to present
research, creative work, and artistic
performances. Faculty, staff, students,
as well as family and community
members are invited to attend this
Morris campus tradition.
7

September 24–26

Founders Weekend
Founders Weekend in September 2010 marked the 50-year anniversary of the opening of the University of Minnesota, Morris and the 100-year
anniversary of the founding of the West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA) and Experiment Station. The weekend activities, part of the allyear 2010 Celebration, celebrated and honored Morris campus history.

Promise
Prairie
ofthe

Education in Three Acts

The weekend featured the premier
of the campus documentary
Promise of the Prairie Education in Three
Acts produced by Media Services.
The documentary is available as a
2010 keepsake with gifts of $30 or
more to the Promise of the Prairie
Scholarship. Information is at
morris.umn.edu/givetomorris/
documentarygift.

David C. Johnson, retired
chancellor, visited with student
and residential life leaders in
the residence hall that bears
his name, David C. Johnson
Independence Hall. Shown in
the photo are Corey Johnson,
Cayla Lund, Vice Chancellor for
Student Affairs Sandy OlsonLoy, Austin Vokoun, Adrienne
Haataja, Housing Administration
Coordinator Michelle Schamp,
and Johnson.

Friday Evening
The Chancellor’s Advisory Council
gathered on campus on Friday
and a celebratory evening was held
on campus for the University of
Minnesota, Morris Presidents Club
and special guests, including Bettina
Blake, retired vice chancellor for
The Morris Kiwanis
academic affairs and dean, and Lorie Quartet entertained
Skjerven Gildea ’83, Minnesota’s
banquet guests.
Supreme Court chief justice.

Saturday Afternoon Gatherings
On Saturday, September 25, the day began with a Retirees Luncheon in the
Welcome Center. At noon, campus guests gathered in Imholte Hall for a campus
history panel. “Blooming Where We’re Planted” featured Steve Granger, retired
assistant to the chancellor and founding faculty member; Gary McGrath ’68,
former vice chancellor for student affairs; Bettina Blake, retired vice chancellor
for academic affairs and dean; David Johnson, retired chancellor; and Sam
Schuman, retired chancellor. Special guests were Helen Briggs, wife of Morris’s
first chief administrator, the late Rodney Briggs, and Lucy Imholte, the wife of
Morris’s second chief administrator, Jack Imholte, who was not able to attend.
Amy Briggs

8
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Saturday Bands
Music was the theme throughout the afternoon and
evening. The afternoon street dance was moved inside
because of inclement weather, but a good time was
had by all in Edson Auditorium. Two bands chosen
by an online contest, Work of Cunning Giants and
The Upfuls, warmed up music enthusiasts for Monroe
Crossing, an award winning Minnesota group that
played bluegrass, bluegrass gospel, and original music.
The weather improved by evening, so the Johnny Holm
Band took the stage outdoors. The high-energy group
energized and engaged a crowd of students, alumni,
faculty, staff, and members of the Morris community.

Sunday—Founders Day
On Sunday, a free Community Meal was held on the Mall. In recognition of
the campus’s history as an American Indian boarding school, American Indian
dancers performed and attendees had an opportunity to learn about the tradition.
Following the meal, Founders Day participants honored campus history with
a variety of events. The Welcome Center, a “green” renovation, was formally
dedicated. The Robert B. DeWall Memorial Courtyard, a gift to the campus,
was dedicated. The grand finale of the weekend, the Founders Day program,
“Songs and Stories: Morris Past, Present, and Future,” officially commemorated
the University of Minnesota, Morris’s 50th birthday—on the exact day UMM’s first
students began in 1960, September 26. An American Indian Honor Song was
performed as a program prelude, and the event also honored the 100th anniversary
of the founding of the West Central School of Agriculture and Experiment Station.

Some of the speakers at the Founders Day Program are shown above, from left to right: Todd Gramenz ’12, St. Paul; Jim Togeas, professor of
chemistry; Harold Fahl ’45 (WCSA), retired plant services superintendent; Michelle Page, associate professor of education; Ryan Klawitter ’11,
Wadena; and Gretchen Retka ’10, Fort Ripley. Many others participated.

For more photos and archived programs of Founders Weekend events, visit 2010.morris.umn.edu.
Winter/Spring 2011 Profile
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dual majors, dual careers:

AJ Eskridge ’05 “jumped
in head first” when he arrived
on campus. With gusto, the St.
Paul native pursued two majors,
management and music, became
a campus ambassador as a firstyear student and a diversity peer
educator, participated in cocurricular activities like choir and
a theatre production, and joined
organizations such as IMANI and
Dance Ensemble, just to name a
few. Now, as a young professional, he approaches his high-energy
“dual career” with vigor, too.
Since graduating, Eskridge’s “day job” is working in the area
of personal finance at Dellwood Financial Services Company. His
“night job” is music, a passion since high school. Eskridge has
performed as a vocalist with artists The New Congress and Kerri
Noble, and last year performed in the Twin Cities annual Michael
Jackson Tribute.
A chance meeting during a music gig at The Lab Theater
added a new angle to his dynamic life—musical theatre. “I was
asked that evening if I would be interested in auditioning for
Cardinal Theatricals’ production of Rent. I got a part, and I’ve
been auditioning for shows ever since.”
Last fall, Eskridge was cast as Asher in the Ordway Center for
the Performing Arts’ production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat. That part has lead to a new opportunity and perhaps a
difficult decision in the future.
“Joseph was very fun, a ‘top of the line’ professional setting
starting from signing the contract to the final performance.
Now, I’ve accepted an invitation to travel with the production to
Tokyo, Japan, for a month. I was able to take the time off from my
financial work, but I think I am ‘on the edge’ of having to make a
choice between two career paths.”
Eskridge says that Morris
prepared him for all of the
planned and unplanned turns
in his life. “Sometimes students
think Morris is so remote, so
far away from everything, but
after graduation you learn that
isn’t true. What you take away
from Morris applies to life
everywhere.”

Karin Wolverton ’97,
Some experiences affect and interlink with the
rest of our lives. For Karin Wolverton ’97, Roseville,
encountering some of the world’s greatest operas
shaped her life’s work. She recalls being drawn to a
touring production of Mozart’s Don Giovanni at Morris
during her sophomore year, foreshadowing her future.
But that was not the defining moment of her career.
Originally a pre-med chemistry major, Wolverton
says that the Morris environment enabled her “to
reevaluate my choices and pursue a degree in music
allowing me to meld my passion with my career.”
Janet Ahern, retired music teaching specialist,
opened the opera door, says Wolverton. “My freshman
year, she encouraged me to take [her] opera workshop
class, and I was captivated.” On a class trip to the
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts in St. Paul,
she experienced a Minnesota Opera’s production of
Puccini’s classic Turandot. Wolverton remembers “sitting
in the upper balcony and thinking ‘I want to be on that
stage.’” The dream became reality. She was hired by the
company a few years later, and singing as a chorister in
a remount of the opera changed her world. Her solo
debut came the following year, and she has since sung
more than 10 roles on that stage, cast most recently as
Musetta in Puccini’s La bohème, her favorite opera.
Wolverton has also sung with the Minnesota
Orchestra, touted by the New Yorker as “the greatest
orchestra in the world,” advancing in one year from
chorus to the role of the Mother in Amahl and the Night
Visitors at Orchestra Hall. Before heading to Omaha,
Nebraska, in January, she sang in Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte
(The Magic Flute) and next fall will make her Carnegie

To hear Eskridge and cast
sing “Season of Love,” the Rent
theme song, go to Youtube and
search RentMinneapolislive.
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Alexandra Weber ’11
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rising opera star
Hall debut with “this amazing ensemble” singing the
soprano solo in Carl Nielsen’s Third Symphony. Now,
Wolverton’s introduction to opera has come full circle.
The soprano will soon play Donna Anna in Opera
Omaha’s production of Don Giovanni.
Ahern knows the secret of Wolverton’s success,
describing her as “one of those lucky singers who has
it all. Voice teachers refer to these fortunate ones as
possessing the complete package—a truly beautiful
voice, keen intelligence, and an attractive appearance
on stage. It’s a delight to see and hear her perform
and to see her hard work pay off in her growing opera
career. She is a gifted young woman who deserves to
sing in any opera house in the world.”
Other faculty also helped Wolverton transition
from science to music, too. She remembers that
Nancy Carpenter, professor of chemistry, helped her
overcome feelings of being a “quitter,” giving her
permission “to choose my own way and helped me
to understand that I wasn’t backing down from the
challenge [but] fulfilling my fundamental right to
pursue my own path in life.” Ken Hodgson, associate
professor of music, was the first person she went to
when struggling with this choice. “He was very kind
and encouraging,” Wolverton says, “but tempered his
words with realism. I will never forget [him] gently
but firmly asserting that the life of a musician is
trying and difficult and few are able to make a career
in performance. I still take those words to heart and
remind myself often that the choice I made, albeit
challenging at times, was the right one for me.”

Music students receive national
professional award
Music majors Donovan Hanson ’11, Ada, Matthew
Torgerson ’11, Clinton, and Alexandra Weber ’11, Milbank,
South Dakota, know how erratic the lives of musicians and music
educators can be. They are helping achieve balance by connecting
students with supportive professional resources. The National
Association for Music Education (MENC) honored the trio with
its collegiate Professional Achievement Award in recognition of
their exemplary contributions to the profession.
The students served the Morris MENC chapter as president,
vice president, and secretary. Last year, working with adviser
Martin Seggelke, assistant professor of music and music
discipline coordinator, they inaugurated an annual tradition of
inviting guest speakers to share ideas related to music education.
The first event tapped the knowledge of music and theatre faculty
in a panel discussion,“Auditions and Interviews in the Arts.”
This year, Michael Meyer ’08, Winsted, spoke about unexpected
things that first-year music teachers should know but that can
never really be taught in college.
Winter/Spring 2011 Profile

Matthew Torgerson ’11 and Donovan Hanson ’11
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Remembering Thomas
Blaine McRoberts ’68
In his 34 years at the University
of Minnesota, Morris, few areas of
the University were untouched by the
influence of the late Thomas “Tom” Blaine
McRoberts. Whether connecting the
University with the community, forming
campus linkages, or mentoring students,
his humble eloquence served a fierce
resolve to make Morris a better place.
A 1968 grad, McRoberts returned
to Morris in 1975 after earning a
graduate degree in history at Oregon
State University. Serving first as history
instructor and then academic adviser, he
took on many new challenges over the
years, helping to design several programs
that increased student diversity and
promoted internationalization, including
Morris’s first common freshmen course,
the Gateway program, and the Center for
International Programs (CIP).
At the time of his retirement in 2009,
McRoberts was serving as director of the
CIP, Continuing Education, Summer
Session, and Regional Programs, and the
Center for Small Towns. The recipient
of two University Recognition of Service
Awards, the John Tate Award for Excellence
in Undergraduate Advising, the allUniversity Academic Staff Award, and the
University of Minnesota President’s Award
for Outstanding Service, McRoberts passed
away in October 2010.
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Study abroad students Rachel Braegelmann, Abbey Smith, Thomas Fox,
Mary Mark, and Elizabeth Meyer at Bray, Ireland

The study abroad program Thomas McRoberts ’68 helped
to build continues to serve the Morris campus well. The campus
International Programs Committee works with the learning
abroad center on the Minneapolis campus on development of
new and continuing study abroad programs based upon oncampus courses, which this year will take students and alumni
to the United Kingdom, Germany, Morocco, and support the
Concert Choir’s May “From Minnesota with love!” tour in the
Baltic and Finnish regions.
Global Student Teaching (GST) and the English Language
Teaching Assistant Program (ELTAP) continue to thrive, too.
Pam Solvie, associate professor of education and GST and
ELTAP director, runs them as a “safe adventure” and “growth
experience,” helping students to “develop
through the unknown” with strong faculty
support. Students grow by confronting cultural
dissonance and different student needs, Solvie
believes, moving through common stages of
adaptation until “at the point they question
how to fit in, they begin to understand.”
Solvie

University of Minnesota, Morris: a renewable, sustainable education.

Life Changing Experiences:

study abroad

Olivia Rose Younkin ’10,
Costa Rica and Ireland
Olivia Rose Younkin ’10, Waconia,
taught English and mathematics to
underprivileged first graders at a school in
the middle of the Costa Rican mountains
the summer after her sophomore year.
“The classes had little to no books and a
can of rotten colored pencils if they were
lucky,” she says. Excited to learn that she
“could live in and learn about another
culture while still completing [her] student
teaching requirements,” Younkin chose to
student teach in Ireland, finding that there
are language barriers even in an Englishspeaking country. Now working through
volunteer programs in South America “to
expand her Spanish language skills while
helping those that have less,” Younkin
hopes to teach at an international school.

Zachary Roberts ’10,
Ghana
Zachary Roberts ’10, Janesville, doesn’t
quite recall what motivated him to go to
Ghana, just that Morris “promoted GST
really well, and it sounded really fun.”
Choosing homestay, he lived with a family
that didn’t have running water and often
no electricity. There to teach music, he
learned as much about African music and
local teaching methods. But his greatest
experience, he says, was the culture.
“Literally everyone was friendly to me
there. They loved how I stuck out with my
white skin, and they really treated me like a
guest. . . They wanted to meet me, and they
wanted to be my friend. It was a great, eyeopening experience to how wonderful other
parts of the world can be.” Embodying
Solvie’s conviction that when young people
are exposed to global thinking, acquiring
intercultural competence, they can then
apply it elsewhere, Roberts’ experience was
instrumental in helping him get a teaching
position in his hometown.
Winter/Spring 2011 Profile

Abbey Smith ’12,
Ireland and Australia
Abbey Smith ’12, Fairmont,
participated in ELTAP last summer in
Ireland, tutoring at St. Cronin’s, an allboys “public Catholic school” in Bray,
about an hour south of Dublin. Having
spent all of her life in Minnesota, she
never imagined traveling abroad but
now wants to travel everywhere. She will
student teach in Australia. Finding the
right resources is an integral part of the
international experience and Smith knows
that “experience is what changes you and
makes you grow as a person.”
Roberts sums up the appeal of Morris’s
international programs: “The whole time
I was there, it was great to know that faculty
and friends from UMM were waiting to
help me with any problems and wanted to
hear all about what was happening.”
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Computer science and math energize
and engage Brent Herringa ’99
Brent Heeringa ’99, assistant professor of computer science
at Williams College, was chosen the 2010–11 Latterell Visiting
Alumnus. A computer science and math major, he met with
students and faculty, and presented “From Startups to Scholarship:
Life in the Liberal Arts after UMM.”
Heeringa says he is attracted to computer science and math
because “both provide a very formal but flexible framework for
solving problems where there is immeasurable opportunity for
creativity. I find this creative element very attractive.”
At Williams College, Heeringa teaches courses such as Theory
of Computation and Algorithm Design and Analysis. “I enjoy
seeing my students wrap their heads around big, complex ideas,”
he says. “I like it when they have insights that never dawned on me.
I am inspired by the challenge of delivering a good lecture.”
Computer science, reminds Heeringa, is a relatively young
field. Development is continually underway as new methods are
created to solve foundational problems and classical solutions
are adapted to address modern applications. “This continual
adaptation is exciting as a teacher and as a scholar,” says Heeringa.
“As a teacher, research and technological innovation still drive
course content. To be relevant, I need to be an engaged, active
scholar outside of the classroom.”
Heeringa has been involved with two start-up companies,
experiences that give him, he says, “street cred” with students.
In 2005, he was one of the first two employees for Adverplex,
a company that specializes in pay-per-click
advertising, created by his doctorate adviser,
Micah Adler. In 2008, Adler started Fluent
Mobile, which develops algorithms for mobile
content delivery and organization, and
developed Fluent News, a popular news
aggregator application for iPhone.
Heeringa served as a consultant.
“I enjoy startups,” he says. “You
wear a lot of hats, which makes the
work dynamic and extraordinary.
Startup experience helps me be a
better professor—I have real world
experience.”
In addition to telling current
students about “immeasurable
opportunities that await after
graduation,” Heeringa was pleased to
return to campus to visit professors
and friends, to reflect on his Morris
experience, and to grab a burger and
fries at Don’s.
Heeringa earned a doctorate in
2006 at the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst.
The privately funded Joseph J.
Latterell Memorial Visiting Alumnus
Program provides grants to Division
of Science and Mathematics disciplines
to invite alumni to campus to serve as
resource persons for students and faculty.
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Senior computer science
team wins competition
The student team Team Reptilian Agenda placed first out of
sixteen teams at the fall 2010 Digi-Key Collegiate Computing
Competition. The students, all seniors, each received $300
gift certificates. The Computer Science Discipline will host the
bronze traveling trophy for the next year and received a $5,000
award to support computer science activities such as student
travel to conferences and special lab purchases. From left: Chad
Seibert, Wadena; Justin Mullin, Eden Prairie; Brian Goslinga,
Princeton; Nic McPhee, professor of computer science and
coach; and Eugene Butler, Brookings, South Dakota.

Kay Keskinen ’70, retired MIS
manager, responds to gifts
received 40 years ago
Kay Keskinen ’70 is inspired by
a woman whom she has never met.
As a first-year student, she received
the Margaret H. Kendall Scholarship.
“That my scholarship came from a
woman was meaningful to me,” she
says. “There were not many female
role models in 1966. I made this
connection: I received a scholarship
from a woman, I am a woman, and
I, too, could someday provide a
scholarship for someone.
Keskinen majored in math and physics. Remembering her
Morris years, she recalls very few women in her classes, especially
in the one computer science course offered, and even fewer
women professors.
“In 2003,” she shares, “I retired from the University of Idaho
where I worked in administrative computing systems for 31 years.
All my department’s directors and academic chairs were male. As I
progressed with promotions, I became the ‘first’ woman to have
this or that title—systems analyst, database administrator,
management information systems (MIS) manager.” But women are
still under-represented in her field.
In 2010, in honor of the campus’s 50th birthday and her
40th graduation anniversary, she established an endowed
scholarship. “I get to ‘pass it on’ from Margaret H. Kendall,” states
Keskinen. “A scholarship for women studying math, physics, and/
or computer science can help increase the numbers of women in
those fields. And, I have the joy of seeing it come to fruition!”
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Alumni Ken and Kathy Kollodge
exhibit in HFA Gallery
Unbridled Vision and New Paintings, the work
of Ken ’65 and Kathleen Kollodge ’70, was the first
2011 exhibit in the Humanities Fine Arts Gallery. They
conducted an artist’s talk for the students before the
closing reception in March.
Ken graduated in sociology and earned a master
of arts degree in philosophy and psychology from the
Twin Cities campus. A self-taught artist, Ken spent
30 years as a professional photographer, capturing
beautiful images in Alaska where they made their
home. Ken’s non-enhanced images focus on themes
of nature, wildlife, abstract color, and political satire.
Whether photographing commercial or fine art, Ken
approaches his work from the same perspective:
finding a beautiful image that shares a story.
Kathleen began her education in art and theatre
at Morris, and graduated from the Twin Cities campus
in theatre arts. She served as an award-winning
University of Alaska Extension television producer/
writer for 24 years. Since retiring, her love of painting
has resurfaced with an intense focus on color, a
passion she traces back to her childhood and formal
classes with the late Bruce McGrew, one of Morris’s
first art professors.
Ken and Kathleen now live in Duluth, where they
have established the Kollodge Gallery.

Students participate
in Art for Our
Children project
Over the last several years, Morris students have merged their
interest in the visual arts with community through service-learning
projects. Last fall, Associate Professor of Studio Art Michael Eble’s
students created paintings inspired by children’s literature.
Paintings created by students in
Beginning Painting and Advanced Painting
were exhibited at the Morris Public Library
and sold with proceeds donated to Stevens
County Human Services Youth Fund and
the Morris Public Library to purchase
children’s books. The students provided
commentaries that discussed their
creative process, aesthetic concerns, and
the personal significance of their work.
The Mural Project and Public Art
Intellectual Community students, composed of
first-year, non-art major students, created
public art for the Morris Public Library’s
permanent collection.
Examples of student work include: Peter
Pan by Sarianne Harrison-Sve, Morris;
If you give a mouse a cookie by Renee Olin,
Mendota Heights; Dr. Seuss Landscape by Josh
Smith; Jungle Book by Ashley Splonskowski,
Madison; and Owl Babies by Anastasia
Buscher, Merrifield.

Remembering John Stuart Ingle, professor emeritus of studio art
Longtime art professor John Stuart Ingle passed away in
October 2010. He joined the Morris faculty in 1967 and retired
in 2003 after touching hundreds of art students, majors and
nonmajors, during his tenure teaching painting and drawing.
Ingle is known for still-life watercolor paintings created
in a style he called “meticulous realism.” He painted what he
saw. Rendered through his unique style, ordinary objects in his
paintings—fruit, clocks, kitchen counters and utensils—become
extraordinary objects. His work is included in several major public
collections, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the
Yale University Art Gallery, and The Art Institute of Chicago. In
1988, Minnesota author John Camp wrote The Eye and The Heart: the
Watercolors of John Stuart Ingle about the artist and his work.
Winter/Spring 2011 Profile
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Service learning
Legacy student Naomi HalversonWente ’13, and parents Mark ’87 and
Lori Halverson-Wente ’88, Dodge
Center, have been instrumental
in planning, implementing, and
participating in an international
service learning program focused

Rosales ’11 establishes support group
for students with chronic illness and pain
Even in the mildest of cases, pain and illness are never easy; when the
condition is long-term and ever-present, the situation can seem unbearable.
Since 2005, Felixia Rosales ’11, Elk River, has been dealing with an on-going
undiagnosed medical condition. In 2010, she created something for herself
and others: a support group for those with chronic illnesses and pain.
“When I came to Morris, I thought that I was the only student who was
dealing with a chronic condition,” says Rosales. “I decided to hide it and try
my best to ‘just live with it.’”
After meeting Patrick Burke, M.D. in Morris, Rosales was encouraged
to not give up and to seek medical testing to find a diagnosis—but the
psychological aspects of living with a chronic condition took their toll.
“After a terrible 2009, I decided that I no longer had time to feel sorry
for myself. I needed something positive,” says Rosales. The psychology major
went to Heather Peters, assistant professor of psychology, with the idea of
starting a support group. Working with Peters and Counseling Services,
Rosales learned how to facilitate and run a peer support group on a college
campus. Since the beginning, the group has been successful.
The group has succeeded in combating feelings of isolation by forging
meaningful relationships among its members. “It is amazing to find
another person with the same condition, or to really click with someone, or
multiple people, in a session,” says Rosales. “This group gives every member,
including me, a safe, comfortable place to talk to others who understand
this huge aspect of their lives. I have become a stronger person and have
had significantly less ‘bad’ days. I know there are people to talk to who will
not judge me, who will listen, and give me valuable advice. The fact that
most members attend regularly tells me that they are having similar positive
experiences!
“Furthermore, because of this group I have become aware of many
campus resources for students with chronic pain or illness. I pass on this
knowledge, and it quickly spreads as I had hoped.”
Rosales says that the support group members deal with a variety of
conditions: interstitial cystitis, epilepsy, lung disease, fibromyalgia, Crohn’s
disease, chronic migraines, rheumatoid arthritis, undiagnosed chronic pain
or illness, past injuries with chronic pain, acid-reflux, Raynaud’s disease,
and others. “We all still relate to one another and support one another. It is
incredible.”
—Cassie Hall ’13, Brookings, South Dakota

on the people of Cambodia. The
program, through Rochester
Community and Technical College,
was honored with the Community
College National Center for
Community Engagement 2010
Service Learning Collaborations
Award. Naomi and Lori received
individual honors, as well.

Lori Halverson-Wente, Kim Sin, Mark Halverson-Wente

Rosales received a Universitywide Scholarly Excellence in Equity and Diversity Award for her work on
the Morris campus.

Naomi Wente
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g: a Halverson-Wente family affair
Lori Halverson-Wente ’88—embracing and inspiring activism
Lori Halverson-Wente ’88, a 2010
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities
Educator of the Year Board of Trustees
Award for Excellence in Teaching recipient,
is a communications professor at Rochester
Community and Technical College where
she has incorporated service-learning trips
to Cambodia for her students. She identifies Morris as her
inspiration for teaching and service.
As a Morris student, Lori was involved in many organizations,
calling campus “a hotbed of student activism.” Lutheran Campus
Ministry (LCM) was her home, and she served as chair for Student
DFL and MPIRG. “MPIRG helped me form a sense of civic
responsibility,” she remembers, “and gave me an outlet to not only
express my views, but to find specific actions to find solutions.”
This sense of duty and community service is reflected in Lori’s
career. “We were above the curve at UMM,” she says. “We had small
classes, and students were active in service. Dr. Dawn Braithwaite
required her students to ‘do’ something with their assignment for
our Small Group Communication class. She expected that we would
not only research a problem, but also localize it and create an
action plan.
“Our group looked at AIDS. The 1980s was a scary place as far
as that topic goes. A respected member of our UMM community

was open about his HIV positive status and became a strong
advocate on the topic of research. We were motivated by his story
and brave choice to become open about the devastating effects a
person faces with HIV. We decided to address the issue of ‘safe sex’
on campus.”
Pushing the limit, Lori’s group started with getting MPIRG
and LCM involved. “We organized ‘condom give-aways’—that was
radical then! I am sure our campus pastor, Eric Bakken, got some
mail on this (no e-mail yet folks!). When teaching a small group
unit, my students do the same assignment—25 years later.”
Lori credits political science and speech communication
professors with sparking her desire to teach and to be involved.
“The idea that by sharing information with another person
you could make a difference inspired me to teach. I wanted a job
that would let me be interactive and involved with people’s lives.
I love interacting with my students! I have something to offer
students and they have something to offer me. Teaching is a guided
conversation. The educator brings expertise to the classroom, and
a process to personalize it, but the students bring it to life.”
Lori earned a masters of arts in communication studies and a
master of arts accreditation in women’s studies at Northern
Illinois University.
—Cassie Hall ’13, Brookings, South Dakota

Naomi Wente ’13—from dream to life changing experience
Naomi remembers a call she received, right
in the middle of volleyball practice, from her
excited parents when she was only 14-years-old.
The proposal was to take, through Rochester
Community and Technical College where they
both work, a trip to Cambodia to experience
the culture and do service work. Naomi,
younger brother Jordan, and her parents were off to Cambodia.
During the trip, Naomi noticed things that made her want to
lend a hand to the kind Cambodians. Using the restroom turned
out to be a life changing experience. “I asked to use the restroom at
the school we were at, and they directed me to behind the building
in the grass,” Naomi remembers. She started asking questions and
recognized a great need for improved sanitation, wells, and toilets.
“Talking to the young women at the school was my motivation,”
Naomi says.
This was the birth of young Naomi’s service project “One
Toilet at a Time—Sustainable Sanitation.” Naomi and Jordan
posted flyers asking for donations for a toilet for the school. When
donations started raining in, the family was pleasantly surprised,
and went straight into action. Naomi’s project was nominated for
an online contest for youth service and won, raising more funds
for the project.

The following year, the family returned to Cambodia with a
service group and connected with Phnom Phen Royal University
students. The university students helped with project logistics
including well and toilet placement. All the new faces helping with
the project was a joy for everyone involved. “It makes for a really
dynamic trip. You learn so much from the people you are traveling
with as well as the people in Cambodia,” says Naomi.
Now, as a Morris student, Naomi has been raising funds with
the help of student organizations to continue to support projects
in Cambodia. Thanks to Karen Mumford, Morris assistant
professor of biology, Naomi learned assessment techniques to
evaluate the work she did when she was younger and to survey
success. With grant support from the Morris Commission on
Women, she has traveled to Cambodia to perform follow-up
assessment on wells and toilets constructed since the project began.
“If you have a dream, follow it,” says Naomi. “It sounds corny,
but it’s really not.”
In addition to her project in Cambodia, Naomi, a political
science and environment studies major, is active with Students
Using Natural Energy, Morris Healthy Eating, Consultative
Committee, and serves as a sustainability intern through the
Center for Small Towns.
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—Kasey Sands ’13, Red Wing
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UMMAA happenings galore:
Founders Weekend, Homecoming,
Senior Legacy, and virtual tours
—Carla Riley ’85, director of alumni
relations and annual giving
As part of Morris’s 2010 birthday
celebration, Founders Weekend in
September brought many WCSA
alumni, UMM alumni, and friends
back to campus. Homecoming a few
weeks later brought some of those
same, and many more, alumni and
friends onto campus for numerous
celebratory events. Not the least
being the Cougar Hall of Fame and
Distinguished Alumni Banquet,
which were preceded by fun-filled “Groupies” reunions. All
in all, I think both Founders Weekend and Homecoming rank
pretty darn high on the “What’s been happening on campus
lately?”scale! Thank you to all who helped make both of these
celebration weekends enjoyable and memorable.
The Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving is
working with the Class of 2011 which will continue what we
hope will become a strong tradition— the “Senior Legacy.” This
year’s graduating class elected to fund raise for benches to be
placed around the “lake” behind Indy and Gay Halls. You may
recall participating in one of the tug-of-wars that took place in
this area prior to those contests being held in the field at Big
Cat Stadium.
Today, picnics, intramural contests, ice skating activities,
and more, take place in that inviting area, and bench seating will
certainly add to the enjoyment. And, the benches will offer a
welcoming presence for those who are simply seeking a place to
relax outdoors. We appreciate that the Class of 2011 is working
to leave this legacy to our campus. If you return to Morris, note
all of the Senior Legacy projects: bench project from the Class of
2011; the “BikeShare” bicycles from the Class of 2010; evergreen
trees near Big Cat Stadium from the Class of 2009; a disc golf
course at Pomme de Terre Park from the Class of 2008 with
community support, and the inaugural Senior Legacy Project
from the Class of 2007, an inscribed paver walkway near the
Welcome Center. Thank you senior classes!
If you can’t make it back to Morris in person, “visit” via
new online virtual tours. The historic component of this
three-pronged virtual tour of campus was sponsored by the
UMM Alumni Association. Access the tour at
morris.umn.edu/virtualtour.
I hope you are enjoying this reformatted, full-color edition
of Profile. From the earliest publication in the mid-1960s of a
UMM alumni newsletter, to this latest version of Profile, it has
been the UMM Alumni Association’s mission to keep alumni
and friends of Morris informed and connected. With the
advent of this beautiful full-color 32-page issue, as an ad you
may recall from not that long ago said, “You’ve come a long
way, baby!”
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Fourth Annual
Young Alumni Service Project
Thursday, March 31, 2011
7 until 8:30 p.m.
The Urban Refuge
5501 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis
Sign up today!
morris.umn.edu/alumni/youngalumni/service
alumni@morris.umn.edu • 320-589-6066

University of Minnesota, Morris: a renewable, sustainable education.

university of minnesota, morris alumni association

Seniors announce
legacy gift at
Senior Banquet
Sponsored by the University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association, the Fifth Annual
Senior Banquet was held in December 2010 in the Student Center’s Oyate Hall. The occasion
celebrates the success of seniors graduating in December 2010 and those who will graduate in
May 2011.
In addition, the festive event serves as the kick-off for the Class of 2011 Senior Legacy
project. By vote, the seniors decided this year to donate bench seating for the “lake” between
Indy and Gay Halls, whose name is determined each year by the annual tug-o-war contest at
Homecoming. The benches will be used year around by students and others enjoying outdoor
study and conversation time, and even in the winter when the pond is frozen for skating.
Members of the Class of 2011 will be making donations towards the project, and faculty,
staff, fellow students, parents, and siblings are invited to join them as a means to honor their
accomplishments. Learn more at morris.umn.edu/alumni/seniorlegacy.
Photos: Above right, Senior Banquet attendees included, from left: Isaac Van Story, St. Paul;
Brittany Mertens, Janesville; Tyler Simpson, Broomfield, Colorado; Chris Blahna, Sartell.
At left, Remy Huerta, Rapid City, South Dakota unveiled the 2011 Senior Legacy project

Upcoming Alumni Events
April 7–9, 2011
Cougar Football Fishing Event
Rainy River adventure. Everyone welcome.
Contact Coach Todd Hickman for more
information at hickmant@morris.umn.edu.

April 9, 2011
Alumni Volleyball Tournament
Alumni Cougar volleyball players
should RSVP to Coach Braegelmann
at braegelc@morris.umn.edu.

April 7—11, 2011
Jazz Fest
Guest artists Eric Alexander on sax
and Todd Coolman on bass. For ticket
information, call 320-589-6080.

April 29, 2011
Tinman Spaghetti Feed Alumni Gathering
5 until 7 p.m.,
LaFave House, 305 College Avenue, Morris

April 9, 2011
Jazz Fest Alumni Reception
The annual reception follows the
alumni jazzers performance on
Saturday night of Jazz Fest.
All alumni welcomed to attend.
To RSVP, call 320-589-6066 or email
alumni@morris.umn.edu.

May 5, 2011
Duluth Reception with the Chancellor
5:30 p.m.
Zeitgeist Arts Cafe, 222 East Superior Street
June 24, 2011
Cougar Football Golf Outing
Stonebrook Golf Club, Shakopee
Contact Coach Todd Hickman for more
information at hickmant@morris.umn.edu.

April 9, 2011
UMMAA Board Meeting
10 a.m. until 3 p.m.,
LaFave House, 305 College Avenue, Morris

July 27, 2011
Morris at the St. Paul Saints
Midway Stadium, St. Paul
4 p.m. tailgating, 7:05 p.m. game
October 1–2, 2011
Homecoming
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Morris: tradition and innovation

UMMAA
Board of Directors

—Dennis Gimmestad ’73, president of the UMM Alumni Association
We’ve just had a banner year for celebrations at Morris.
Now, in 2011,we reach another century mark. The mall
turns 100!
In 1911, the West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA)
completed its first campus plan. Morell and Nichols, one of
Minnesota’s most important early landscape firms, created a
center for the school around a traditional, venerable green
space. Its edges were defined by ordered, tree-lined streets
and carefully placed academic buildings. The picture was one
of balance and symmetry, classic early 20th century landscape
architecture.
After UMM’s arrival in 1960, the mall was transformed. The wide expanse of lawn
gave way to a series of amoeba-like pods, with curving walkways, grassy berms, and lush
vegetation. Still today, this landscape draws one into the inner mall from the surrounding
buildings. We find a space that serves equally well as a formal auditorium for graduation, a
playing field for wiffle ball or frisbee, or a place to pause and enjoy the season.
As I walked through campus last December before the Senior Banquet, I was struck
by similarities between landscape architect Roger Martin’s 1960s mall design, and architect
Josh Stowers’ recent Welcome Center design. Both recognized the cultural and ecological
value of what was already there. The mall was a great rectangular outdoor room defined by
trees, streets, and buildings. The old Engineering building, now the Welcome Center, had
a distinctive Craftsman-style exterior and an interesting history as a place in which WCSA
students learned carpentry, welding, and metal work. But neither designer stopped there.
Each went on to create a bold, lively environment, expressive of its own time and carefully
integrated into the existing context. Each project conserved an important resource and
liberated the space for a renewed role.
These UMM projects wisely and creatively set the bar high, refusing to choose
between tradition and innovation. And that in-and-of itself is a tradition which, I think,
exemplifies one of UMM’s shining qualities.
I hope many alumni will find time to visit campus this year—with family and friends at
Jazz Fest or Homecoming, for a game or performance or lecture (calendar at morris.umn.
edu/MasterCalendar), or just for a walk around this remarkable place. Over the past 50
years, we alums have collectively created the UMM tradition. Your presence on campus—
and your support of your UMM Alumni Association—will continue that collaboration.
Go Cougars!

Suzanne Basiago ’87, second vice president,
economics
Timothy Frischmon ’89,
business economics, economics
Gretchen Garrick ’04,
Spanish, Latin American area studies
Dennis Gimmestad ’73, president,
theatre, speech communication
Donnay Green, ’05,
speech communication
Howard Hecht ’92,
mathematics, physics
Kathi Hedstrom ’82,
health education
James Mahoney ’85, immediate past president,
business, economics
Tony Schuster ’02, first vice president,
management
Jeffery Stewart ’87,
computer science, management
Curtis Teberg ’70,
political science
Anthony Williamson ’87,
business, economics

Office of Alumni
Relations and
Annual Giving
Carla Riley ’85,
director
Alisande Allaben,
database manager and assistant to the director
Erin Schellin Christensen ’05,
program associate and
young alumni program coordinator
alumni@morris.umn.edu
320-589-6066
morris.umn.edu/alumni

Catch up with The University
of Minnesota, Morris on:
facebook.com/ummorris

twitter.com/ummorris
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Call for UMMAA
Distinguished Alumni
Award nominations

Alumni and friends gather at the
Chanhassen Dinner Theatre
Alumni gathered at the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre in
December 2010 for a luncheon and the entertaining Elvis Presley
musical, All Shook Up. Attendees provided rave reviews of the venue,
a funny and touching show, the delicious meal, and, of course,
the delightful company of Morris alumni and friends.

The University of Minnesota, Morris
Alumni Association (UMMAA) is seeking
nominations for the 2011 UMMAA
Distinguished Alumni Award. Persons
nominating alumni for the award should
describe for the selection committee
how nominees have made noteworthy
contributions in their professional lives, in
public service, or in service to the University.
A nomination form can be found online
at morris.umn.edu/alumni/awards/alumni,
or call 320-589-6066 or email
alumni@morris.umn.edu. The deadline for
nominations is Thursday, March 31, 2011.

Photo from left: Bruce Helmer ’82, Laura Helmer,
and Doug Lennick ’74

Midwinter Gathering at The Depot

Arizona Dinner with the Chancellor

The Depot, downtown Minneapolis, was the scene of the
2011 Midwinter Gathering. The annual occasion brings together
alumni and friends of the campus—faculty, staff, parents—for an
enjoyable social event sponsored by the University of Minnesota,
Morris Alumni Association (UMMAA). Dennis Gimmestad,
UMMAA president, greeted the Midwinter guests, and
Chancellor Jacqueline Johnson provided a campus update.

Class of 2002 members Jill and Kyle Uhlenkamp, Gilbert,
Arizona, were two of the guests who attended the Arizona Dinner
with the Chancellor held in February at Annabelle’s Restaurant at
the Arizona Golf Course in Mesa, Arizona. Chancellor Jacqueline
Johnson gave a campus update, and the alumni and friends of the
campus enjoyed an evening of good conversation.
“We really enjoyed learning about all of the green initiatives
happening at UMM,” share the Uhlenkamps. “The evening made
us miss Minnesota, even after hearing about all the snow!”

Photo from left: Libby Jensen ’05, Katie Clark ’07,
Kristen Strissel ’07, Nate GIles ’09.

Photo: Kyle ’02 and Jill Uhlenkamp ’02
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homecoming 2010

university of minnesota, morris
2

The University of Minnesota,
Morris Alumni Association and
Office of Alumni Relations and
Annual Giving hosted an “extra
special” Homecoming 2010 in
honor of Morris’s 50th birthday.
The festivities include something
for everyone—Groupie Reunions,
the Distinguished Alumni Award
and Cougar Hall of Fame Banquet,
Promise of the Prairie: Education
in Three Acts documentary
screenings, athletic events,
tailgating, alumni and friend
gatherings, and lots of music.

1

1. Black Student Union’s annual
Homecoming dance
2. Disc golf tournament at
Pomme de Terre Park
3. Cougar 5-K, great
running weather

3

7

4

6

8

5

4. Raymond J. Lammers Proscenium Theatre
Dedication reception
5. George “Doc” Fosgate, professor emeritus
of theatre, and Twig Webster ’76 perform
during the theatre dedication
6. One of several groups of theatre alumni
who attended the theatre dedication

22

7. Homecoming football game against
Martin Luther College
8. Jazz ensemble entertaining at
the pre-game tailgate party
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9

10

9. Alumni at the LaFave House postgame gathering
10. Jennifer Furan ’97,
Amy Spoden ’98, Jill Kane ’98,
and Brian Ulrich ’98
11. Jared Schwab ’04,
Tiffany Riewe-Bradford ’05
Lonnie Bradford ’05,

11

12. French Club get-together at the
Groupies Reunion
13. Julie Harlan-Chapman ’76,
David Chapman ’76, and Jane Delage ’76
12

14. Cynthia Johnson ’78 and trio
15. Jerry Witt ’78, Cougar Hall of Fame inductee
16. Speakers representing the Cougar football
teams and coaches from 1975, 1976, 1977,
and 1978 inducted into the Cougar Hall
of Fame

14

13

17. Dennis Anderson ’73, Distinguished Alumni
Award honoree
18. Concert Choir performing during the
traditional Homecoming Concert
16
15
18

19. Cougar women’s soccer
players Zoe Bergstrom ‘14,
Meghan Laird ’14, and
Melissa Denler ‘14 before
the football game.

17
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class notes

compiled by Sarah Deutl ’11, Anoka

Class of ’64
Gene Ferguson writes, “I graduated in 1960 from the West Central
School of Agriculture and in 1964 from UMM. I was part of the
small population of students that spent eight years on campus.”
Leonard Munsterman was appointed for a second five-year term
as a senior research scientist at the Yale University School of
Public Health. He celebrated by leading a 10-day entomology
collecting expedition in the jungles of French Guiana.
Class of ’67
Claire Campion Erickson is training to be a yoga teacher.
Joan Stein Herzog attended Heritage Days in Starbuck and
showcased her watercolor artwork.
Steve Lang began his 13th year in June 2010 as director of news
and publications at Sul Ross State University in Alpine, Texas. He
remains optimistic that he will amount to something, but plans to
be selective as to what.
Class of ’68
Susan Evans Beedle completed her first half marathon
in October 2010.
Pearl Jacobson Hanse passed away in August 2010.
Thomas McRoberts passed away in October 2010.
Sharon Stewart Reeves retired The San Diego Union-Tribune librarian,
visited campus to speak on “Memories to Metadata” as the Briggs
Library Associates Fall Event guest speaker in September 2010.
Class of ’69
Royce and Carol Winge Fuller entered the retirement phase
of life. Royce worked 22 years at the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture. Carol retired from Anoka-Hennepin District 11
after 30 years in Adult Basic Education. They send greetings
to all Spooner, Blakely, and TKE friends.

Dennis Gimmestad ’73 met with new international students at
the Dragon Boat Races in Starbuck last summer.
Class of ’70
James Hermoe retired after 32 years of medical practice in
St. James. Future plans for Jim and wife Evelyn include travel,
especially to Alaska, their favorite destination, summers at their
seasonal lake home on Otter Tail Lake, and hopelessly spoiling
grandchildren.
Class of ’71
Dushyant “Dusty” Yajnik wrote in remembrance of Tom
McRoberts ’68, who passed away in October 2010. “When I
started freshman year in 1967, Tom, Jim Lewis ’70, Michael
Kennedy ’70, etc. were among the bright and engaged
upperclassmen one looked up to. More people smoked back then
(this was the tailend of the “Madmen” period). I have a vague
memory of Tom smoking a pipe. Though I didn’t know him well,
his death reminds me of the passing of time and a period when my
life in North American began as a 16-year-old freshman. I was one
of the early international students at Morris.”

Beta Sigma Psi/Chi Phi alumni gathered for the 2010 annual summer golf outing.
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Class of ’72
Brent and Laura Roeske Nielson ’73 share that their son is
engaged to be married in July 2011. Their daughter was married in
May 2010.
Class of ’73
Valorie Stavem Arrowsmith writes, “My interest in all things
Nordic continues to grow. I am enrolled at the University of
Minnesota in world languages and culture, and studying to get a
Swedish teaching license. I make part of my living teaching Swedish
and Norwegian, and providing Nordic cultural content at festivals,
events, and camps in the Upper Midwest. If you would like your
community to host a Swedish camp for kids, let me know. I have
been directing a summer day camp since 1990 and it goes on the
road very easily. See more at www.valoriearrowsmith.com.”

Class of ’84
Jeffrey Lessman is senior
researcher at America
Laboratory in Omaha,
Nebraska.
Jennifer Coyle Lund,
director of campus security
at Morris, earned the
Outstanding Ally Award from
the Minnesota Coalition
Against Sexual Assault.

John Billiet passed away in June 2010.

Class of ’85
Cigdem Arsiray sends
greetings from Istanbul,
Turkey.

Class of ’74
Judith and Kevin Flicker’s daughter, Tressa, was married in
summer 2010 and recently had a son who they named Atticus.

Thomas Hausmann’s oldest daughter is going to the University of
Wisconsin, Whitewater for graduate school in marine biology and
planning to possibly spend a year in Australia.

Mary Osmundson passed away in August 2010.

Jeff Kletscher, mayor of Floodwood, is
president of the Minnesota Association of
Small Cities. He has been active as a city
council member since 1993 and mayor since
2003. He is a licensed real estate broker and
taught school for nearly 20 years.

Class of ’75
John Zenk presented “Development of
Radiation Countermeasure Agents—It’s
a HOT Topic!” to students on campus
in October 2010. A 1983 University of
Minnesota Medical School and 1978
College of Pharmacy graduate, Zenk is
chief medical and scientific officer at
Humanetics Corporation.
Class of ’79
Richard Casey passed away in June 2010.

Lund and nominator Charlie
Glasrud, Stevens County attorney

Kletscher
Class of ’91
Cindy Bulau Wolters has taught second grade in Farmington for
the last 13 years. Her husband works for Ameriprise. They have a
son (10) and a daughter (7).

Class of ’92
Don Schilling is a senior project manager for GEI with more than
16 years of experience in hazardous waste remediation industry.
Jon Dalager was named dean of the School of Natural and Social
Schilling has supervised drilling and remediation activities;
Sciences at Wayne State College. He and wife Teresa Mehl Dalager conducted groundwater, soil, soil gas, and sediment sampling;
’88, have two children, Casey (14) and Natasha (12).
and managed the construction and design of remedial actions. His
geologic and hydrogeologic experience includes working with soil
Class of ’80
and groundwater contamination on private, municipal, state, and
Carol Eckersen relocated to California nearly two years ago.
federal projects, including MGP and radiological site experience.
Zenk

Class of ’81
Donald Munsterman retired in December 2010.
Class of ’83
Ted Smith was selected chairman of the Midwest Society
of Association Executives Board of Directors. He is senior
vice president at ACA International. He oversees membership,
education, training, and marketing. He served 20 years as the
executive director for the International Association of
Commercial Collectors, Inc. In 1997, he earned the Certified
Association Executive designation. Smith serves on the Board
of Directors for Forius Business Credit Resources and on the
editorial advisory board for Aspen Publishers.

Class of ’93
Doug Frazey joined Meier, Kennedy, & Quinn, Chartered, as an
associate attorney. He was formerly judicial clerk at the Minnesota
Court of Appeals. In 2007, he graduated magna cum laude from
William Mitchell College of Law. He lives in St. Paul with wife
Hillary and daughters Katrina and Carissa.
Michael Goettig lives with wife Katherine in Brooklyn, New York,
and works as an attorney in Manhatten.
Cara Critchfield Heminger was awarded the 2009 Nebraska
Outstanding French Teacher Award. She thinks it would make
Edith R. Farrell proud.
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Paula Greve ’93 and John Wagener ’96, representing
McAfee Security, visited with computer science
students in October 2010 to discuss computer safety.

Morris roommates, all 2000 alumni, gathering last summer, from left:
Sara Eveslage Rausch, Owen Rausch, Angie Peterson Olsonawski, Miranda
Zinnel, Zander Zinnel, and Lindsay Hermans-Miller, missing from photo—
Maya Miller (5).

Class of ’94
Brandon and Emily Clark Burbach ’97 welcomed their fourth
baby, Rebekah, in June 2010.

Class of ’97
Tim Hardy married Erin Arnoldi in November 2010. They
enjoyed a honeymoon cruise and now live in Columbia Heights.

Kevin DuBois passed away in January 2010.

Luke Robinson and Shannon Maurer Robinson ’98, welcomed
son Jacob Mason in April 2010. After a few months at home with
Jacob, Shannon returned part-time to the Twin Rivers Council for
the Arts, at which she serves as founding executive director. Luke
enjoys his career switch from attorney to financial adviser with
Thrivent Financial in the Mankato office.

Class of ’96
Jason Mork, Phoenix, Arizona, writes that he and his wife have two
boys, Dillon (3) and Logan (8 mos.). Having two boys is awesome.
He is a control account manager for Honeywell Aerospace. He
didn’t totally leave radio, doing voice work on the side and voice
narrations for training videos at work. Drop him a line at
jason.mork@honeywell.com or find him on Facebook!
Brian Schwarz has happily been working in China since 2000.
He teaches human resource management in Shanghai Jiaotong
University’s MBA program.
Todd Slavinsky, Carrollton, Texas, writes that he and wife
Giana have two children, Keelin (3) and Reed (1). He is a senior
application developer for the Texas Rangers baseball club and will
get to spend his days working with the front office personnel at the
ballpark—a dream job for a baseball fan!
Krista Bramer Struve is adopting a little girl from Korea.

Kelly Murphy Schwandt and husband Andy welcomed Sarah
Elizabeth in February 2010. Sarah joins Emily (4) and Luke (2).
They live in Waukesha, Wisconsin, where Andy works in sales for
Volvo Construction Equipment. Kelly is a stay-at-home mom.
E-mail Kelly at kellyschwandt@gmail.com.
Karin Wolverton sang the part of Pamina, soprano, in the
Minnesota Orchestra’s Mid-Winter Mozart stage production
of The Magic Flute.
Class of ’98
Laura Kelinhofer Calbone and husband Anthony welcomed son
Carlo in 2009. They live in Richfield, where Laura is a
stay-at-home mother.
Diana Eastman Canku earned a doctorate in organization and
management in April 2010.
Jennifer Wright Dahlquist was appointed to the American
Council on Education Network Board of Directors.

Sheila Williams Ridge ’96 returned to campus for a visit with
her soon-to-be senior in high school daughter, her younger
daughters, and a friend in August 2010.
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Tara Anderson Munroe married Dave Munroe in December
2009. She has two daughters, Gabrielle (9) and Genesis Ayanna
Munroe, born May 2010. Tara is an academic services manager
for a tutoring program promoting literacy growth in kindergarten
through third graders. The Munroes reside in Blaine.
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Class of ’99
Doug and Nicole Hanson are accountants.
Sean Menke was interviewed by National Public Radio’s “Weekend
Edition Saturday” about Tapinoma sessile, the odorous house ant,
and its adaptation to city life. Search for “The Tiny Ant That’s
Taking On The Big City” on the NPR website for the story.
Ricardo Hamilton graduated from Ross University’s School of
Medicine in 2008.
Class of ’00
Kari Jacobson and Gary Hedin welcomed baby Linnea to their
family in October 2010. They write, “She’s our little darling!”

Class of ’03
Matt and Abbey Starzecki Johnson ’05 welcomed baby Cooper
in July 2010. Abbey is in her second year teaching at Morris
Elementary School. Matt is an assistant football coach and lecturer
at UMM.
Nicholas Menzhuber and wife welcomed their first son, David, in
May 2010.
Mike Vandenberg presented a photograph exhibit, “The
Adventures of a Railfan,” at the Prairie Renaissance Cultural
Alliance Gallery in Morris.
Class of ’04
Andrew Christianson presented
a chemistry seminar on campus,
“HS-Omega-3 Index: From Science
to Business,” in September 2010.
He is chief operating officer for
OmegaQuant Analytics of Sioux Falls,
South Dakota.

Sarah Gravalin Warrington writes, “Greetings from
Breckenridge, Minnesota! A lot has changed for Danny and me in
the last year, but most importantly baby Nora became part of our
family. I still teach middle school English, and children Mathias
(6) and Eva (4) are starting to go to school.
David and Rachel Weber ’01 welcomed baby Heidi in September
2009. She joins big sister Jessica. They reside in San Antonio,
Texas, with pugs, Peggy and Harry. Rachel is completing an Air
Force dental residency in periodontics.

Christianson

Kevin Ely works in higher education in
the area of registration and records.

Class of ’01
Kimberly Hiland-Belding married Peter Belding in September
2009. They bought a house in June 2010.

Peter Turpin is a community health specialist for Migrant Health
Service, Inc. serving as a liaison between patients and the health
center staff and between the health center staff and the community.

Class of ’02
Jill Hahn lives in the Mankato area and works as a family therapist.

Class of ’05
Sara Campbell obtained a juris doctorate from William Mitchell
College of Law in January 2011. Her primary focus was Native
American and public interest law.

Sareen Dunleavy Keenan has three kids and is living in the city.
Jodi Kyllonen is a high school chemistry teacher.

Jennifer Jones Hauck ’01 and
Jeffrey Hauck ’03, Blue Springs,
Missouri, visited campus during
summer 2010.

Aram “AJ” Eskridge played Asher in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat at the Ordway in St. Paul in December 2010.

Anna Zimmer Wilson ’05 married Mark Wilson in August 2010. Morris alumni were well
represented, including the following: front from left—Afton Niemira Cape ’06, Rachel
Matthew ’05, Christina Van Buren Rohrenbach ’05, JoAnna Korn Breding ’05, Anna
Zimmer Wilson ’06, Kristy Prindle ’04, back from left—Andrea Simonson ’05, Laura
Burbank ’04, Brian Cathers ’05, Evan Burmeister ’04, Peter Butler ’05, Emelie Baker ’06,
Amy Uhlenkamp ’05, Stacey Nasby Karels ’06, Christopher Bielke ’05
Winter/Spring 2011 Profile
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Golden Gate National Parks position reflects
Voigt’s personal practice and experience
Students are encouraged to
not only practice “green” during
their time at Morris, but in
their later lives. Clara Voigt ’06,
Oakland, California, is one such
former student who has made
“environmental consciousness”
her career.
Voigt works with the
Golden Gate National Parks
Conservancy, a nonprofit
partner of the National Park Service and Presidio Trust
that helps preserve the natural and cultural resources of the
Golden Gate National Recreation Area, 80,000 acres along
the coast from San Mateo to Marin County.
“This position keeps me busy in providing support to the
five nurseries within the park,” says Voigt. “It involves doing
anything to support the nurseries in growing area native
plants for the park’s restoration projects—from designing
volunteer recruitment and educational materials to entering
and analyzing data about our plants.”
Voigt also organizes “Park Academy,” a program of about
50 classes per year at which incoming interns, volunteers,
and employees learn the ropes. “Anything from learning
Excel to experiencing the history of the park through an
interpretive walk,” shares Voigt.
Voigt has been employed by nurseries throughout
high school and part of college. “Working at Morning Sky
Greenery in Morris with owner Sally Finzel opened my
eyes to the beauty and necessity of maintaining Minnesota’s
natural landscape and helped me apply what I was learning
in the classroom. This knowledge has definitely been utilized
in my position, except I’m applying it to California instead
of Minnesota. I moved to California a week after graduation.
I wanted a change of surroundings and to see what I could
learn by being in a different environment. I’ve lived in
the Bay Area for five years now, and I’m still amazed by and
learning so much about the area, inside and outside
of work.”
Voigt’s biology major has also proved essential in her
career. “Ultimately, I was attracted to pursuing biology
because of its practical application, the amazing staff I
would be learning from, and because of how I could get
more deeply involved in environmental issues by having the
scientific basis and knowledge of how our planet works.”
A minor in studio art also aids Voigt in her work, helping
her “keep the creative juices flowing,” creativity necessary to
think outside the box and innovate.
In her free time, Voigt enjoys visiting Yosemite for rock
climbing, especially with partner Henry Wallace ’05.

Cindy Lahr ’06 and Jon Quarfoth ’06 married in May 2010.
Members of the wedding party were (front) Theresa Lahr ’03,
Andy Quarfoth, Adam Langenfeld, Sara Lahr ’10 (back) Adam
Hocum ’07, Victor Balling ’06, Kristina Lahr ’13, Sue Yerich,
Dan Lahr, and Austin Krohn ’06. Vocalists were Katie Wickham
’06 and Colleen Krohn ’06. Personal attendant was Sara Bremer
’07. More than a dozen alumni were in attendance. Cindy is a
test developer for Prometric in St. Paul. Jon completed a master
in computer science at the Twin Cities campus in 2010 and is a
senior software engineer for Thomson Reuters in Eagan.
Cody Reimer is working towards a doctorate in rhetoric.
David Robbin was hired as an attorney in a new law firm in
Augusta, Maine.
Mary Schuh passed away in August 2010.
Class of ’06
Megan Losure, Minneapolis, is a project specialist at U.S. Bank.
She is also completing an internship in the education department
at the Children’s Theatre Company.
Janell Syverson works at University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
Disability Services providing accommodations for students, staff,
and visitors.
Monica Wenzel and her husband bought a house in Lino Lakes.
Class of ’07
Matt Little became the youngest person ever elected to Lakeville’s
City Council in November 2010.
Class of ’08
Matt Thomas finished a master of science in sport administration
and leadership at Seattle University. While attending graduate
school, Matt worked at the University of Washington in Event
Management and at Seattle University in Game Operations. He
works at the University of Minnesota TCF Bank Stadium.

—Cassie Hall ’13, Brookings, South Dakota
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Kim Radtke graduated
from the University
of Glasgow’s Arts
Division Humanities
Advanced Technology
and Information
Institute with a master
of science, with
merit, in information
management and
preservation.
Hannah Winkler
and Luke Mattheisen
Radtke and partner Dr. Kevin Brown
’07 were married in
September 2010. Hannah writes, “We met when we both attended
UMM and dated during our time there. Both of us attended grad
school at Minnesota State University, Mankato, where I earned a
masters of social work and Luke earned a masters in mental health
counseling. Our time at UMM was priceless and amazing. We’ll
never forget our time at UMM!”
Class of ’09
Brenna Burns and Brett Hucka, Mankato, married at the West
Central Research and Outreach Center Horticulture Gardens in
Morris. Many Morris alumni and staff were in attendance. Brenna
attends graduate school at Minnesota State University, Mankato.
Elijah Mayfield received a 2011 Siebel
Scholarship. The award grants $35,000
and membership to an exclusive group of
the world’s leading students in business,
computer science, and bioengineering
in the United States and China. He is
pursuing a master of arts in language at
Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh.
The award will supplement his research
funding.

Heather Cameron ’10 and Seth Harringston ’10 married in
September 2010. Heather writes, “The day was perfect in spite of
the cold weather and wind, making our ceremony indoors instead
of out. We were surrounded by our closest friends and family and
had an absolutely amazing day! Not only did we have classmate
Megan Croatt ’10 in our bridal party (second from the left),
we also had classmate Janessa Peterson ’10 do our photos! Seth
and I live in Boca Raton, Florida, and after wedding planning
and move anxiety, we are finally starting to relax and enjoy our
new life together. Even though not much time has passed since
graduation, we hope our fellow classmates are off to a great start
to their post UMM lives. We miss everyone at UMM and cannot
wait to visit some day down the road.” New
Faculty and staff
Verne Chandler, retired bus driver and equipment manager,
passed away in September 2010. He retired in 1984 and was a
member of the Cougar Hall of Fame.
Melvin Foss passed away in October 2010. He retired from Morris
as a custodian in 2002.

Mayfield

Class of ’10
Kevin Arhelger, a computer science
major, gave a talk on campus in
December 2010 about his internship
with IBM, where he now works.

Charles “Charlie” Jones, the campus’s first police officer, passed
away in November 2010. After serving 18 years, he retired in 1981.
He is the father of Dave Jones, Duplicating Services.
Argie Manolis, Office of Community Engagement coordinator,
received the 2010 Morris Human Rights Award.
Betty Payne passed away in September 2010. She worked in the
post office before retiring. Son Dan is a carpenter on campus.
Joe Wagner, retired building and grounds worker, passed away in
September 2010.

Arhelger

Send us your Class Notes! Your friends are waiting to hear from you!
Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
Welcome Center • 600 East Fourth Street • Morris, MN 56267
alumni@morris.umn.edu • morris.umn.edu/AlumniUpdate
Next Class Notes deadline: July 1, 2011
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cougar news

SID McCabe expanding experiences
After more than a semester of work under his belt as the new sports
information director, Pat McCabe continues to expand the way Morris
experiences Cougar sports. Twitter, behind the scenes player interviews, and
blogging are a few examples of the many ways McCabe has helped develop and
improve sports information for Cougar athletics and their fans.
A former captain and all conference football player for the University of
Minnesota, Crookston through 2006, Pat also has experience working as a
graduate assistant at St. Cloud State University, where he received a master of
science in sports management in 2009. After finishing graduate school, he
worked as an athletic communication assistant at the University of Minnesota,
Twin Cities. Eventually, he was drawn to another University campus—Morris.
Says McCabe, “The opportunity to return to a small school was very
appealing. I am a bigger fan of small college athletics and the true student-athletes
in Division III. The appreciation comes from being a former small college athlete
myself. Also, the opportunity to be a director was a chance I couldn’t pass. I have
worked for great people in my short time in this business and have learned a lot
from them. To put those ideas into work and make a new place even better was
very appealing.”
		
—Matt Privratsky ’11, Walker

Cougars well-represented on
UMAC All-Academics honor roll
Forty-four Cougars received All-Academic honors for fall
semester. To earn All-Academic status, a student-athlete must post
a 3.5 grade point average (GPA) or better in the semester of her/
his sport, and must have been on the competition squad.
Cross-country: Alicia Beattie, Hastings; Julie Bonham,
Eagan; Molly Donovan, Minneapolis; Anne Gair, Coon Rapids,
Madeline Gehrig, Chippewa Falls, Wis.; Christine Hoffman,
Alexandria; Heidi Ivers, Zimmerman; Melissa Kloek, Stillwater;
Gemma Miltich, Cohasset; Cristina Montanez, El Paso, Texas;
Alexandra Myhal, Parma Heights, Ohio; Debbie Schneidermann,
Magnolia; Sonja Smidt, Apple Valley; Kyle Billett, Isanti; Dugan
Flanders Paynesville; Ian Philbrick, Rochester; and Luke Toso
Falcon Heights
Football: Brendon Foss, Hancock; Josh Hiltner, Albany;
Justin Irlbeck, Centerville; Devon Johnson, Hibbing; Shane
Johnson, Redwood Falls; Nate Lund, Cyrus; Jerrod Nohner,
Watkins; Wyatt Nolan, Prior Lake; Matt Privratsky, Walker; and
Matt Zdrazil, Milaca
Golf: Collin Anderson, Rosemount
Soccer: Abdala Bashir, St. Paul; Greg Borchers, Westminster,
Colo.; Micky Chen, Shanghai, China; Toby Glaser, Colorado
Springs, Colo.; Dustin Lee, Alexandria; Jeff Lind, Robbinsdale;
Michael Ward, Cottage Grove; Kali Cordes, Glenwood; Melissa
Denler, Champlin; Leah Parker, Minnetonka, and Liz Vold,
Sartell
Volleyball: Stephanie Schmiesing, Melrose; Alycia Heisler,
Detroit Lakes; Emily Irey, Woodbury; and Hannah Knott,
Raymond
In addition to individual awards, the entire women’s crosscountry team earned All-Academic Team honors posting a 3.654,
the highest of all teams in the conference.
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Great season for women’s golf
The Cougar women’s golf team won its second straight conference
title by an amazing 102 strokes, and Jana Koehler ’00 was honored
again as Coach of the Year.
From left: Stephanie Trnka ’14, Mahnomen, Olivia Bennett ’14,
Marshall, Ashley Watson ’12, Belle Fourche, South Dakota, Julie
Althoff ’12, Mora, Caitlin Hanson ’13, Rosemount, Coach Jana
Koehler ’00

A great location for a triathlon—Morris

Registration is underway for the annual Tinman Triathlon
scheduled for Saturday, April 30, 2011. The event, suitable
for beginners as well as veterans, includes a 1K swim in the
P.E. Center eight-lane competition pool, a 30K bike ride on
blacktop surfaces along rolling hills, and a 10K run on the
Pomme de Terre Park bike
path. Individuals and team
are encouraged to sign up
online at active.com or
download a registration form.
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All-American Keller finishes 19th at NCAA meet
Cougar cross-country runner Linda Keller ’13, Paynesville, wrapped up the
2010 season with a 19th place finish at the NCAA championship meet in Waverly,
Iowa, earning All-America honors. She dropped nearly two minutes off of her 2009
NCAA meet time.
Keller says she’s been running since she was a child. “We had a family tradition
to walk to Grandma’s house, about a mile from our home. I guess I got bored with
walking, and I started to run way back then.”
At Morris, Keller credits her coach and her teammates for encouraging her and
for creating an environment of friendly competition and personal support. “Coach
encourages us to get to know our teammates. I love the fact that we
are like a family, a close team. Distance running is the closest
you can get because of all the time you spend together.
I came here for an education, but running is really
enjoyable—talking to friends, relieving stress, looking
forward to Coach’s next request.”
Coach Jeremy Karger Gatzow, says Keller, keeps the
cross-country teams “on their toes.” She often runs
with the men for the added challenge. “Coach
is pretty laid back,” shares Keller, “but he has a
reason behind every request. We have a different
workout every day. Sometimes it is pretty
general, and other times if is really specific,
very detailed.”
Keller was thrilled to get back to nationals
in 2010. She hopes to repeat next year and
take advantage of two years of experience.
“The first year,” she remembers, “I hadn’t
even flown before. This year, it was a location
that I had been to for regionals, and I brought
some friends along because we drove. I was relatively
calm.”
Planning a career in elementary education with a
math emphasis, Keller is currently in the midst of the
indoor track season and preparing for the upcoming
outdoor season.

UMMAA Cougar Pride Fund
supports new and improved
athletic website

Mark Fohl, athletic director,
updates and Cougar
announcements
It was an outstanding
fall season for
Cougar sports with
every program
in contention
for conference
championships.
Twenty-eight
Cougars were named
Player of the Week
in the conference,
and two coaches were named Upper Midwest
Athletic Conference Coach of the Year.
• The women’s golf team repeated as
		 conference champions, and Jana Koehler
was again named Coach of the Year.
Four of the five team members earned
All-Conference honors.
• The volleyball team won 20 matches
for the first time in seven years, and
Chad Braegelmann was named Coach
of the Year.
• The football team, which was picked to
finish last in the conference, was in
		 contention to win the championship for
		 the entire season and finished in third
		 place when the final game of the year was
		 cancelled due to heavy snow.
• Both the men’s and women’s soccer teams
		 returned to the conference tournament
		 where the men reached the finals for the
		 fourth consecutive year. Women’s soccer
		 athlete, Kalie Cordes ’12, Glenwood,
was named College Sports Information
Directors of America (CoSIDA )Academic
All-District.
• Men’s golf, men’s cross-country and
women’s cross-country finished second in
their conference championship events.
Linda Keller ’13, Paynesville, was the
		 individual cross-country champion and
		 was named a Division III All-American.

The new Cougar athletics website was made possible
through gifts to the University of Minnesota, Morris
Alumni Association (UMMAA) Cougar Pride Fund.
“We are very thankful for alumni support for this
project,” says Mark Fohl, athletic director. “With a
recruiting center, player and coach interview videos,
statistics, great news reporting and photos, the
website really reflects the Cougar Pride Fund’s
purpose. It highlights and advances our mission
to serve prospective and current student athletes
as well as families, friends, and Cougar fans.”
Visit ummcougars.org to explore the site’s
new features.

The winter sports season is off to a great
start. The men’s and women’s basketball
teams are in the conference championships,
and the women’s swimming and diving team
has consistently broken school records. The
men’s and women’s track teams are gearing up
for the season, and the men’s team is working
to retain their outdoor championship from
last year.

Winter/Spring 2011 Profile
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Williamson ’78

Every person who
put on a uniform
contributed to
Lund ’11

Nolan ’11

that team.

Cougar football, now and then, reflects values on and off the field
Ask Nathan Lund, Morris, and Wyatt Nolan, Prior Lake, two
graduating football players,what Cougar prides means to them and
their answer—50 years after UMM opened its doors—resonates
soundly with what was seen and shared and experienced at the 2010
Cougar Hall of Fame. And the newly inducted Hall of Famers,
members of the 1975, 1976, 1977, and 1978 football teams, didn’t
leave camaraderie, shared goals, sacrifice, commitment,
perserverance, and determination on the field. Those values became
a foundation for life.
Between “war stories,” representatives of each team spoke at
the Hall of Fame banquet held during Homecoming weekend.
They remembered first impressions of Cougar field surrounded by
dairy cattle, team meetings, Cougar Hill, food fights, play-by-play
action of memorable games, and blocking assignments changed on
the way to games, and, of course, bus trips.
But most of all, the new Hall of Famers talked about people
who made a difference in their academic careers and their Cougar

experiences: coaches; cheerleaders; the late Joyce Cain, athletics
secretary; Art Durkee, bus driver; the late Verne Chandler,
equipment manager; professors and mentors; trainers; fans and
family; and, of course, teammates.
Said Mark Williamson ’78, “And, we need to thank each other.
Every person who put on a uniform contributed to that team.
Everyone deserves this award. Football is about team.”
“Living up to Cougar pride” echoed throughout the Hall of
Fame evening and continues to reverberate the current Cougar
football team program. Representing their teammates Lund,
elementary education, and Nolan, geology, both acknowledge that
the challenge of balancing academics and athletics paid off in more
than just wins. Like the alumni, they note with thanks the coaches
and the upperclassmen who influenced their Cougar careers.
Says Lund, “I am honored to have such great coaches and
teammates who taught me how to be a leader on and off the field.”

Photo above: Members of the 1975, 1976, 1977, and 1978 football teams gathered for induction into the Cougar Hall of Fame.
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Giving

to the

Alumni Annual Fund:
Rod Richter ‘87
The past enlivens Rod Richter’s
present in his professional and
personal life. The 1987 history
graduate is an interpreter at the Mill
City Museum teaching educational
classes and bringing to life characters
from the past.
With gifts to the Alumni Annual Fund,
Richter honors his personal past.
“I have a feeling of obligation and respect
for all that I have been given,” he shares.
“I wouldn’t be where I am today without my
Morris experience. The least I can do is to
be of assistance to present students.”

Make a gift online at
morris.umn.edu/givetomorris
or use the enclosed envelope.

External Relations
Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
Change Service Requested

As part of the campus’s Founders Weekend activities, the Johnny Holm Band performed for an audience of students, alumni, faculty, staff,
and members of the Morris community.

